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Date:   April 17th, 2020     

Prepared for:   ONWA Staff & Senior Management, Chapters, Councils & Community Partners 

Prepared By:  Policy, Research, and Evaluation Portfolio 

Issue:  Briefing of Press Conferences – Provincial/National COVID-19 Announcements 

 

Purpose:  To inform ONWA, ONWA Chapters and Councils and community partners on recent 

developments on COVID-19 for April 17th, 2020.  

 

As of 4:30 pm Friday, April 17th, 2020 

• Globally: 2,227,480 cases (+65,139); 152,979 deaths (+7,508)1 

• US: 695,107 (+17,537), 36,576 deaths (+1,959) 

• Spain: 188,093 (+3,145), 19,613 deaths (+298)    

• Italy: 172,434 (+3,493), 22,745 deaths (+575) 

• Canada: 31,642 cases (+1,536); 1,310 deaths (+115)  
o Ontario:  9,525 cases (+564); 478 deaths (+55) 
o Quebec: 16,798 cases (+941), 688 deaths (+58) 

Summary of Key National & Provincial Press Conferences: 

Ministry of Health Emergency Operating Center (MEOC) COVID-19 Conference Call  

• COVID-19 hotspots in Ontario: Toronto, Peele, York, Ottawa, Durham, Windsor  

• No new outbreaks in long-term care (LTC) homes  

• 4 new cases in retirement homes  

• 980 cases of healthcare workers; 47 hospitalized; 13 in an intensive care unit (ICU)  

• Updated directive #3 to reflect the new emergency order for limiting LTC staff to one 
home  

• Working on a plan to test asymptomatic residents and staff of LTC homes  

• New round of emergency orders announced this morning  
o Restricting retirement home staff from working in more than one home  
o Providing the Local Health Integration Networks (LHIN) with the ability to 

reassign home care staff to where they are needed (i.e. LTC homes)  
o Providing municipalities and District Social Service Administration Boards 

(DSSAB) to reassign staff to where locally needed during outbreaks 

• Key focus on guidance products for mental health and addictions service providers– will 
be getting that out over the weekend  

• A shipment of samples was mislabeled, and they cannot be tested. No way to find out 
who those samples belonged to and who needs to be retested.  

 
1 https://www.coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html 

https://myrnao.ca/sites/default/files/attached_files/CMOH%20Directive%20%233%20-%20Long-Term%20Care%20Homes%202020-04-15.pdf
https://www.news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/ontario-takes-further-action-to-protect-vulnerable-people-from-covid-19.html
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• Ontario is continuing to procure more PPE supplies and medical equipment 

• In terms of allocating PPE supplies and medical equipment, the government is taking a 
prioritization approach that takes into account various factors to ensure those who need 
it the most are getting it first  

• If you are experiencing a PPE shortage, please contact your regular supplier first and/or 
reach out within your region and to other local health providers to see if they can help. 
If after exhausting those options you are still in need, email 
eoclogistics.moh@ontario.ca  

 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s Press Conference  

• Pollution reductions efforts increased to reduce waste and pollution. The pollution 
reduction creates over 10,000 jobs across Canada.  

• We cannot ignore the Environmental Crisis.  

• Investing $1.7 Billion to clean up Orphan wells in British Columbia, Saskatchewan, and 
Alberta. Cleaning the wells are acts of restoring the land that support farmers, 
Indigenous communities, and land-owners.  

• “Our goal is to create immediate jobs in these provinces while helping companies avoid 
bankruptcies”  

• Employing the “Polluter Pays Principle”, those who produce pollution manage the costs 
to prevent damage to human health or the environment health due to pollution. 

• Investing $75 Million into the energy sector – oil and gas to increase productivity and 
reduce pollution 

• Energy sector companies do not have the funds the repair methane leaks, and we are 
using these funds to support reduce emissions 

• Announcement to create a $750 Million Emission Reduction Fund to focus on methane; 
more specifically, offshore oil industry in Newfoundland and Labrador to cut emissions 

• Announced $962 Million released to regional development agencies to support 
businesses, especially those not tied to financial institutions 

• Announced $500 million released to the Heritage Canada to support the arts, culture, 
and sport sectors. 

• Trudeau commented that there will not “re-opening the border anytime soon” to U.S.  
 

Federal Ministers and Health Officials Press Conference  

• Seeing a slowdown in epidemic growth – our case counts are not increasing as rapidly as 
they were previously, however, seeing growth in deaths  

• Early in an epidemic, typically we see a rapid growth of cases, as the epidemic continues 
cases drop but deaths increase  

• We are not at this point yet, and hope not to get there, but we do have guidance 
products developed by ethics and medical experts for the prioritization of ventilators  

mailto:eoclogistics.moh@ontario.ca
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• $1.7 billion fund to be split amongst Alberta, Saskatchewan, and British Columbia to 
deal with orphan and inactive oil wells – will create jobs while cleaning up the 
environment  

• $750 million Emission Reduction Fund – investing into technologies on how to clean up 
harmful emissions with a focus on methane   

• $500 million in funding to Heritage Canada to help people who work in the arts, culture, 
and sports sectors 

• Providing economic support to tech or innovation companies that have been identified 
as strategic to the Canadian economy  

• $250 million in funding to the Industrial Research Assistance Program to help small and 
medium size tech and innovation companies in Canada who could not access the 
Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy and the Business Credit Availability Program – visit 
this website for more information  

 

Premier Doug Ford’s Press Conference 

• Many weeks ago, Ontario made a decision. 14.5 million people decided to throw 

everything at a common cause. The sacrifice was far worse. We have paid a terrible toll 

fighting this virus. My heart greaves from the lost ones and the families. Because of 

them, we cant give up, we wont give up. 

• Last night I issued an emergency order to provide childcare services to even more 

essential workers. 

o Staff working in developmental services, victim services, violence against 

women services, anti-human trafficking services and child welfare services and 

in children’s residential settings. 

o First Nation Constables, Fire investigators, corrections. 

o Staff working in shelters, power workers, pharmaceutical and medical 

manufacturers. 

o RCMP, Canada Border Services Agency, Canada Post Employees. 

• Today we partnered with Rogers Communication and Apple to help meet the 

educational needs of students during the outbreak. 

• iPads are being purchased and distributed by Ontario school boards, pre-equipped with 

free Rogers LTE wireless data.  

• This partnership will enable students to learn while making technology accessible for 

those who truly need it. Our government is committed to ensuing equitable access to 

education so that every child can learn while schools are closed. 

• Every High school in province will have access to high speed internet.  

• Final point, updated Projection Modelling for province will be released on Monday. 

https://nrc.canada.ca/en/support-technology-innovation/register-nrc-irap-innovation-assistance-program?utm_campaign=IRAP_help_needed&utm_medium=link_register_page_e&utm_source=home_alert_e
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Question. Any chance school will open before end of June? 

Answer. Not as of yet, but if we choose to do so, it will be based on health and science. As 

of yet Medical Officer of Health (MoH) has yet to so it is safe, but those in Grade 12 will 

graduate. 

Question. Will there be school in September?  

Answer. We are preparing for every scenario. Our main goal is safety of children, when it 

comes to summer programing into September, we want to ensure kids graduate in June. 

But if see we need to put in more supports, next fall in terms of technology we will do so. 

 
Ontario Chief Medical Officer of Health Press Conference 

• as we head into a warm weekend, be vigilante 

• a second health care worker has died in Ontario. 

• 9525 confirmed cases, an increase of 564 

• Women are 56.5% of cases, 43% are over 60 years of age, 65.5% of cases are in GTA. 

• 478 deaths up 58 

• 106 outbreaks in Long-term care homes, 216 deaths among residents. 

• Almost half of cases (48%) are resolved. 4568  

• 1068 or 11% of cases are health care workers.  

• 805 in hospital, 205 ICU, 200 on ventilators on Ontario. 

• Laboratory tests completed 136 992 for COVID-19 

• 6000 under investigation 

• 8899 tests completed in last 24 hours.  

• Projection modelers are expected to present an update for Ontario on Monday. 

 
Provincial Press Releases April 17th  

Ontario Establishes Key Partnerships to make Home Learning More Accessible. April 17th, 1:30 
pm. https://news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2020/04/ontario-establishes-key-partnerships-to-make-
home-learning-more-accessible.html  
 
Ontario Offers Emergency Child Care to More Frontline Staff. April 17th, 1:00 pm. 

https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/ontario-offers-emergency-child-care-to-more-

frontline-staff.html  

https://news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2020/04/ontario-establishes-key-partnerships-to-make-home-learning-more-accessible.html
https://news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2020/04/ontario-establishes-key-partnerships-to-make-home-learning-more-accessible.html
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/ontario-offers-emergency-child-care-to-more-frontline-staff.html
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/ontario-offers-emergency-child-care-to-more-frontline-staff.html

