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Date:   April 30th, 2020     

Prepared for:   ONWA Staff & Senior Management, Chapters, Councils & Community Partners 

Prepared By:  Policy, Research, and Evaluation Portfolio 

Issue:  Briefing of Press Conferences – Provincial/National COVID-19 Announcements 

 

Purpose:  To inform ONWA, ONWA Chapters and Councils and community partners on recent 

developments on COVID-19 for April 30th, 2020.  

 

As of 4:00 pm Thursday, April 30th, 2020  

• Globally: 3,287,310 cases (+69,127); 232, 784 deaths (+4,755); 1,034,756 recovered1 

• US: 1,085,171 (+20,977), 63,277 deaths (+1,622) 

• Spain: 239,639 (+2,740), 24,543 deaths (+268)    

• Italy: 205,463 (+1,872), 27,967 deaths (+285) 

• Canada: 53,013 cases (+1,416), 3,180 deaths (+184).  

• Ontario:  16,187 cases (+459); 1,082 deaths (+86),  
o 999 hospitalized, 233 in ICU, 181 on ventilators.2 
o 10,205 resolved, active 4900 cases (-220) 

Summary of Key National & Provincial Press Conferences: 

Ministry of Health Emergency Operating Center (MEOC) COVID-19 Conference Call  

• Slight increase in hospitalizations.  

• Cases in intensive care units (ICU) and on ventilators are trending downwards.  

• Suspected cases are also trending downwards.  

• Hospitals in outbreak: 7 total (+2 from previous day).  

• Long-term care (LTC) homes:  
o 163 total in outbreak (+4 from previous day); trend has been roughly the same 

for the past 3-5 days.  
o 34 outbreaks resolved – no change from previous day 
o Deaths: 835 total (+60 from previous day)  
o Number of resident cases has dropped slightly – just over 2600 total  
o Number of staff cases has gone up – 1400 total  

• Retirement homes: 
o 61 in outbreak – no change from previous day  
o  24 outbreaks resolved (+4 from previous day)  

 
1https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/  
2 https://covid-19.ontario.ca/?_ga=2.66843437.2079880679.1587402079-217522806.1582483804  
 
 

https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/?_ga=2.66843437.2079880679.1587402079-217522806.1582483804
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• Healthcare workers:  
o 2193 cases cumulatively (+49 cases – smaller increase than past several days)  
o 25 in ICU (+2 from previous day)  
o 3rd death reported last night – a PSW worker from the Peele region  

• Lab testing:  
o Over 9500 pending (+3000 from day prior)  
o Over 11,500 tests done in the past 24 hours (+700 from day prior)  
o Lab positivity shifts up and down but generally trending downwards  

• New memo today regarding transfers from hospitals and the community to LTC homes 

• Will be issuing a memo about testing in LTC homes and childcare settings  

• Mental health and addictions guidance still being developed – not yet posted  

• Working on updated guidance for congregate settings in line with the new action plan 

•  Intention to provide a breakdown of deaths in shelters and correctional facilities.  
 

Prime Minister (PM) Trudeau Government of Canada Announcement 

• Topic of today’s press conference was the military helicopter that went down over the 
coast of Greece yesterday. Nothing related to COVID-19 today.  
 

Federal Ministers and Health Officials Press Conference  

• First case of COVID-19 reported in Nunavut today  

• Concerned about increasing numbers of COVID-19 in First Nations communities across 
Canada – need to get ahead of things to protect and support; ramping up testing and 
contact tracing to find out where these chains of transmission are occurring 

• As of April 29th - 129 cases in First Nation communities on reserve; 16 confirmed cases in 
Nunavik’s Inuit communities 

• To date – over $690 million in funding has been directly allocated by ISC towards health 
response to COVID-19; includes activities undertaken directly by the department (i.e. 
procurement of supplies and nursing services), as well as the preparedness measures 
being undertaken by communities  

• ISC continues to have a reserve of PPE and disinfectants for Indigenous communities – 
this equipment is dedicated towards healthcare professionals, those that are taking care 
of the sick and those that have COVID-19 

• Answered 628 requests for hand sanitizer, gowns and gloves, and surgical masks across 
the country; continuing to evaluate and respond to requests quickly - within 24 hours  

• COVID-19 is impacting communities in many ways (regardless of if there are cases of 
COVID-19 in their community or not) – experiencing distress, anxiety, and uncertainty  

• Mental wellness supports available to help ease those feelings  

• Increased the number of crisis intervention counsellors on shift at the Hope for Wellness 
helpline, which is now receiving more than 100 calls and chats a week  
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• Hope for Wellness provides immediate and culturally-safe telephone crisis intervention 
to Indigenous folks 24 hours a day 7 days a week.  

o Phone number: 1-855-242-3310.  
o Online chat: hopeforwellness.ca  
o Available in English and French, and upon request – in Cree, Ojibwe, and 

Inuktitut 

•  $15 million in funds from the Indigenous Community Support Fund for urban 
Indigenous organizations has been allocated 

• Additional funding given to places that offer an essential service to women and children 
fleeing domestic violence on reserve  

• Previously announced support for Indigenous business owners and students – reiterate 
we know more support is needed and we keep working with communities to make sure 
we are responding to needs 

• Goal continues to be working in partnership with First Nations, Inuit, and Métis – 
especially as we have discussions about easing Public Health measures. 

 
Premier Doug Ford’s Press Conference 

• The Ontario Government is ensuring employers have the safety guidelines they need to 

protect workers, customers, and the general public from COVID-19 as it prepares for a 

gradual reopening of the provincial economy. 

• The government safety guidelines released today will provide direction to those working 

in manufacturing, food manufacturing and processing, restaurant and food services, and 

the agricultural sectors.   

• “We all want to reopen… but we must do it in a safe and responsible way. That is why 

we are providing clear guidelines to employers, with practical measures to help them 

keep staff and customers safe” 

• These new sector-specific guidelines feature recommended actions employers can begin 

to plan for as they prepare to adapt to the new reality during COVID-19, including: 

o What to ensure appropriate physical distancing, like eliminating pay-at-the-door 

options, holding team meetings outdoors, staggering shift times and using 

ground markings and barriers to manage traffic flow. 

o Changes to workplace; like installing plexiglass barriers, increasing the air intake 

on building heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems to increase 

air flow, and using boot sanitizing trays. 

o Promoting proper workplace sanitation, providing PPE, substituting dry dusting 

with vacuuming, ensuring customer-facing staff are given hand sanitizer, 

providing a place to dispose of sanitizing wipes, and enforcing handwashing 

before and after breaks. 
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• The government is also issuing posters to promote a variety of useful safety tips. The 

posters offer helpful advice on physical distancing and sanitation. You can download 

them here. 

• The government is working with Ontario’s health and safety associations to bring 

forward additional workplace safety guidelines for more sectors in the coming days and 

weeks. 

• Starting this week, 58 new inspectors will join the hundreds of labour inspectors on the 

ground.  

o The inspectors will be tasked with communicating COVID-19 safety guidelines to 

essential workplaces or enforcing emergency measures, including physical 

distancing and the closure of non-essential businesses.  

• “These new guidelines will help employers continue to protect their staff and customers 

as we begin to carefully and methodically re-open our economy, so that we can return 

Ontario to prosperity in the safest way possible” Minister Vic Fedelli, Minister of 

Economic Development. 

Ontario Medical Officer of Health Press Conference 

• Close to finishing our 7th 14 day period. 459 increase (2.9%). 49% 60 years of age and 
older. Most cases continue to be in the GTA area. 

• 10 of our 16 000 have recovered, unfortunately hospitalizations up by 22. ICU and those 
on ventilators is similar to what is was yesterday, stabilizing. 

• 166 LTC outbreaks, increase of 4. 61 retirements in outbreak.  

• 2292 HC workers and 3 deaths.  

• 50% of daily new cases are in LTC. Community transmission numbers are in the lower 
200’s which is good. 

• We are looking at physical distancing, looking at when we can open up. Looking for 
steady 2 week period decline, bringing down outbreak in LTC, retirement homes and 
congregate settings. The next two weeks, can we continue to see the steady decline, 
this will take us into the middle of May. 

Provincial Press Releases April 29th 2020 

Ontario Providing Employers with Workplace Safety Guidelines. Province Takes Critical Steps to 

Help Businesses Adapt to New Environment. April 30th, 2020 ,1:00 pm. 

https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/ontario-providing-employers-with-workplace-safety-

guidelines.html  

https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-support-businesses?_ga=2.206854931.1074385749.1588003366-217522806.1582483804#section-5
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/ontario-providing-employers-with-workplace-safety-guidelines.html
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/ontario-providing-employers-with-workplace-safety-guidelines.html

