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Date:   April 20th, 2020     

Prepared for:   ONWA Staff & Senior Management, Chapters, Councils & Community Partners 

Prepared By:  Policy, Research, and Evaluation Portfolio 

Issue:  Briefing of Press Conferences – Provincial/National COVID-19 Announcements 

 

Purpose:  To inform ONWA, ONWA Chapters and Councils and community partners on recent 

developments on COVID-19 for April 20th, 2020.  

 

As of 4:30 pm Monday, April 20th, 2020 

• Globally: 2,467,524 cases (+60,949); 169,398 deaths (+4,367)1 

• US: 784,201 (+19,565), 31,837 deaths (+1,262) 

• Spain: 200,210 (+1,536), 20,852 deaths (+399)    

• Italy: 181,228 (+2,256), 24,114 deaths (+454) 

• Canada: 36,670 cases (+1,614); 1,680 deaths (+93)  
o Ontario:  11,184 cases (+606); 584 deaths (+31) 
o Ontario: 5,515 resolved, 802 hospitalized, 247 in ICU, 193 on ventilators.2  

Summary of Key National & Provincial Press Conferences: 

Ontario Releases Updated COVID-19 Projections 

• Health experts say COVID-19 outbreak has likely peaked in Ontario. 
• Physical distancing still needed to prevent further spread. 
• Outbreaks in long-term care continue to be a major concern. 
• Ontario trending towards a best-case scenario 
• Province has avoided a significant surge in cases. Forecast of cases to be substantially 

lower than worst case or moderate case scenarios 
• Although several hundred new cases daily, hospitals have not been overwhelmed.  
• The rate of growth day-over-day is declining.  
• To further reduce the number of cases and deaths, it is critical to continue staying 

home, practicing physical distancing and only leaving house for essential reasons only.  

Ministry of Health Emergency Operating Center (MEOC) COVID-19 Conference Call  

• Ontario hotspots include: Toronto, Peel, York, Ottawa, Durham, Windsor 

• The overall number of patients in the province, on ventilators, is 559 

 
1 https://www.coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html 
2 https://covid-19.ontario.ca/?_ga=2.66843437.2079880679.1587402079-217522806.1582483804 as of 10:30 am 
Monday April 20th, 2020. 

https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/health-experts-say-the-covid-19-outbreak-has-likely-peaked-in-ontario.html?utm_source=ondemand&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/?_ga=2.66843437.2079880679.1587402079-217522806.1582483804
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• Long-Term Care homes in Ontario: The number of long-term care homes reporting 
outbreaks, in Ontario, is 127. A total of 14 outbreaks, in long-term care homes, have 
been resolved 

• Retirement homes in Ontario: The number of retirement homes reporting outbreaks, in 
Ontario, is 64 

• Over the weekend, 100 new cases of COVID-19 occurred among healthcare workers, 
cumulatively. This is of the 1,179 total new cases so, approximately, 10% of cases are 
currently occurring in healthcare workers. 

• As of right now, in Ontario, 9,600 COVID-19 laboratory tests have been completed 

• The government announced a $20 million investment, to advance medical research, 
over the weekend 

• The focus today, in the province, will be on the implementation of the long-term care 
action plan 

• A modelling update press conference is also happening today 
 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s Press Conference  

• The Prime Minister began his press conference with acknowledging the senseless 

violence and tragedy in Nova Scotia yesterday. Eighteen people lost their lives, including 

Constable Heidi Stevenson of the RCMP. 

• This tragedy is a painful reminder of the risk that all our first responders face while 

protecting Canadians, especially in the face of this pandemic. The Prime Minister took a 

moment to thank all first responders for their courage, and their service. 

• There will be an online vigil held for the victims of yesterday’s violence on Friday at 7pm 

via the Facebook group, “Colchester supporting Our Community”. 

• The Prime Minister ended his speech with addressing the children of Nova Scotia. He 

said that, while it may seem like there is a lot of evil in the world, there is a lot of good, 

too. We need to remember that, and we will get through this together. 

• In response to a question regarding how the Opposition has been kept updated 

throughout the pandemic, the Prime Minister elaborated on numerous ways in which 

the rest of Parliament has been kept updated, and how everyone has been working 

together throughout the process. 

• The Prime Minister stated that discussions will continue today to set out a roadmap on 

how Parliament goes forward, sits, and does it’s work during the pandemic. 

Premier Doug Ford’s Press Conference 

• Deepest sympathies to people in NS. We salute Heidi Stevenson, a 23-year veteran of 

the RCMP. Ontario stands with her family.  
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• In last couple months, we have faced the ultimate test, we were asked to put the 

interests of the many in front of our individual interests. We should all be proud as a 

province, and thanks to our collective efforts, we have so far avoided the worst case 

scenario. We are not out of the woods yet, far from it. We are still in the middle of a 

battle.  

• Today we saw a new model, that shows some light at the end of the tunnel. The 

numbers show that the steps that we have taken as a province are working.  

• Trending towards a best-case scenario. Rate of growth day-over-day is stabilizing.  

• We can’t let our guard done, this virus is a clear and present danger. 

• We are planning for the future, for a gradual, safe and measured reopening of the 

province. This framework must have strict criteria and will be informed by ongoing 

monitoring trends.  

• We must continue to stay at home and practice physical distancing.  
 
Provincial Press Releases April 20th  

Health Experts Say the COVID-19 Outbreak Has Likely Peaked in Ontario. April 20th, 12:00 pm. 

https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/health-experts-say-the-covid-19-outbreak-has-likely-

peaked-in-ontario.html?utm_source=ondemand&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p  

Province Calls for Innovative Solutions to Combat COVID-19. April 18th, 1:00 pm. 

https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/province-calls-for-innovative-solutions-to-combat-

covid-19.html  

https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/health-experts-say-the-covid-19-outbreak-has-likely-peaked-in-ontario.html?utm_source=ondemand&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/health-experts-say-the-covid-19-outbreak-has-likely-peaked-in-ontario.html?utm_source=ondemand&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/province-calls-for-innovative-solutions-to-combat-covid-19.html
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/province-calls-for-innovative-solutions-to-combat-covid-19.html

