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Date:   May 29th, 2020     

Prepared for:   ONWA Staff & Senior Management, Chapters, Councils & Community Partners 

Prepared By:  Policy, Research, and Evaluation Portfolio 

Issue:  Briefing of Press Conferences – Provincial/National COVID-19 Announcements 

 

Purpose:  To inform ONWA, ONWA Chapters and Councils and community partners on recent 

developments on COVID-19 for May 29th, 2020.  

 

As of 4:00 P.M Friday May 29th, 2020  

• Globally: 5,990,098 cases (+89,191); 365,131 deaths (+3,582); 2,632,351 recovered1 

• US: 1,785,873 (+17,412), 104,135 deaths (+805). Death Rate = 5.8% 

• Brazil: 450,079 (+11,267), 27,267 deaths (+512)   

• Russia: 387,623 (+8,572), 4,374 deaths (+232) 

• Canada: 89,386 cases (+874), 6,979 deaths (+102). Death Rate = 7.8% 

• Ontario:  27,210 cases (+344); 2,230 deaths (+41). Death Rate = 8.2% 
o 20,983 recovered (+310), 3,997 active cases (-7) 

Summary of Key National & Provincial Press Conferences: 

Ministry of Health Daily Novel Coronavirus Update Conference Call  

• Guidance product for congregate care settings released – not on website yet. 

• Additional considerations in First Nation communities with congregate settings – need to have 
collaboration with the federal government and First Nation leadership.  

• Slight decrease in daily case counts in Ontario from yesterday.  

• Roughly the same amount of deaths reported today as yesterday.  

• Slight increase in tests completed from yesterday.  

• Increase in tests pending results.  

• Lab positivity is down to 3% from 3.5% yesterday.  

• Reproductive number is still slightly above 1.  

• Most new cases are coming from Toronto and the Greater Toronto Area.  

• Number of patients hospitalized with COVID-19 decreased all week.  

• Critical care situation is continuing to improve overall; COVID-19 positive patients in critical care 
has gone down but number on vents has gone up slightly.  

• Outbreaks going down and resolved going up in LTC homes; 34 more deaths reported. 

• Number of cases in residents and staff of LTC homes are going down.  

• Outbreaks going down and resolved going up in retirement homes.  

• Increase of 57 cases of healthcare workers bringing the cumulative total to 4634.   
• *see last page for Daily Summary of COVID-19 Cases in Ontario 

 
1https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/  

https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/


Briefing Note  

 

 2 

 
Prime Minister Trudeau and Federal Ministers Press Conference  

• Federal government will be there to support the provinces respond to the failures of the long-
term care system.  

• Detecting and isolating the virus quickly will be critical for reopening the economy and keeping 
people safe, which is why we need a coordinated approach across the provinces. We are 
working on a data sharing platform across the country.  

• Continuing to have discussions with the provinces and territories to ensure that all workers have 
access to 10 days of paid sick leave.  

• Considering ways to allow close American family members, children, spouses or parents of 
Canadian citizens or permanent residents to be able to reunite under strict conditions through a 
slight modification of the directives for the Canadian Border Services Agency. Would not change 
approach about closing border until the end of June.  

• Announcing an investment of $650 million to support Indigenous communities on three main 
pillars: healthcare, income support, and new shelters for women.  

• Pillar 1: Healthcare - $285 million for Public Health in First Nation, Inuit, and Métis communities. 
Funds will go towards more nurses, procuring specialized supplies, and supporting work with 
First Nation, Inuit, and Métis communities on continued community drive response.  

• Pillar 2: Income support - Boosting the On-reserve Income Assistance program. Money will 
support people living on-reserve who need help paying for groceries, cleaning supplies, and 
rent. A portion of this funding will also help First Nation communities continue to provide 
services like skills training and support for people as they navigate federal benefits.  

• Pillar 3: New shelters for women – Additional $85 million to build new shelters for Indigenous 
women. Shelters will be built in communities across Canada, including the North.   

• Minister Garneau announced that cruise ships will not be allowed in Canadian waters until at 
least October 31st.  

 
Minister of Indigenous Services Marc Miller Press Conference  

• In lieu of an in-person update, Dr. Tam released this statement.  

• As of today, 176 individuals of 214 in First Nation on-reserve communities have recovered; 16 
individuals in Nunavik have recovered.  

• In the past few weeks the number of confirmed cases in on-reserve and Inuit communities has 
dropped; suggests communities are succeeding at slowing the spread of the virus.  

• Must remain vigilant – the threat of a second wave is very real.  

• Prime Minister Trudeau announced this morning an additional $650 million in funding to 
support the prevention and response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

• $285 million to further support rapid and efficient Public Health responses for First Nation 
communities to the current pandemic. Indigenous Services Canada has a responsibility to 
provide direct healthcare and these funds will allow us to continue to do so. 

• $90 million in further support to communities and organizations supporting Indigenous peoples 
living in urban areas.  

• $270 million increase in the On-reserve Financial Assistance Program. Of that $270 million, $139 
million is in direct response to COVID-19 while the remainder is to sustain base funding so that 

https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2020/05/minister-garneau-announces-updated-measures-for-cruise-ships-and-passenger-vessels-in-canadian-waters-up-to-october-31-2020.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2020/05/statement-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-of-canada-on-covid-198.html
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those who have come to rely on the program have the continuity they need during this difficult 
time. Funding will help cover essential needs such as food, clothing, rent, and utilities.  

• Additional $44.8 million over 5 years to build 10 shelters in First Nation communities on-reserve 
across the country and 2 in the territories. Will also provide $40 million to support operational 
costs for the first 5 years and then $10.2 million annually ongoing.  

• Providing $1 million a year ongoing to support engagement with Métis leaders and service 
providers on shelter provision and community-led violence prevention projects for Métis 
women, girls, and LGBTQ2S folks.  
 

Premier Doug Ford’s Press Conference 

• Ford is looking at implementing a regional approach to reopening framework for the province. 

• As Ontario gradually reopens, the government is implementing the next phase of its testing 
strategy to detect and quickly stop the virus. 

• Testing will now be available to more people in more locations across the province. 

• Next phase of testing plan includes. 
o Assessment Centre Testing: Now includes asymptomatic concerned about exposure 
o Targeted Campaigns  
o Outbreak Management 

• Ontario now has the most open and robust testing criteria in the country.  

• Proactive surveillance testing will also be conducted in rural, remote and Indigenous 
communities. 

• Ontario will also soon release a renewed strategy to support public health units with case 
management and contact tracing, including launching a new exposure notification app that 
alerts you if you may have been exposed to COVID-19. 

Ontario’s Testing Strategy Announcement Press Conference  

• 3 main goals of Ontario’s testing strategy. Slide deck available here.  
o Goal 1: Increase testing to identify anyone with COVID-19 and spread in community 
o Goal 2: Aggressively track and trace contacts to contain spread 
o Goal 3: Populations surveillance: provide an ongoing evidence base to inform decision-

making  

• Two different types of tests: molecular (PCR) and serologic.  

• PCR testing is with the swab – good test, especially when you have symptoms. Unlikely to miss 
symptomatic cases and very specific; low risk of false negatives.  

• Serologic testing is a blood test that detects antibodies. Unclear at this time if the presence of 
antibodies indicates immunology to COVID-19. Not currently a primary test to understand if you 
do or do not have the virus.  

• Both tests are available as lab tests or point of care tests. Point of care tests aren’t performing 
as well as lab tests.  

• Three branches of testing: individuals at assessment centres, outbreak testing in COVID-19 
hotspots, and targeted campaigns aimed at testing specific segments of the population.  

https://files.ontario.ca/moh-covid-19-testing-strategy-briefing-en-2020-05-29-v2.pdf
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• Capacity to do 20,000 tests daily; 131 assessment centres in the province; and just over 20 labs 
in our provincial network. Need to use our capacity to our maximum ability to achieve the goals 
of testing.  

• Working through improving turnaround times. Currently have a 3-day rolling average. Goal is to 
have 80% of tests with a turnaround rate of 2 days or less.  

• Expansion of testing availability to support public confidence and economic reopening. As of 
May 24th the testing criteria were broadened to include ALL people with one or more symptoms, 
no matter how mild; and ALL asymptomatic people who suspect they may have been exposed to 
COVID-19.  

• “No Ontarian who is symptomatic or who is concerned they have been exposed to COVID-19 will 
be declined a test at an assessment centre (either through appointment or walk-in, per the 
processes of each individual assessment centre)”  

• Visit the Protecting Ontarians Through Enhanced Testing document for more information.  
 

Provincial Press Releases May 29th, 2020 

Ontario Opens Up COVID-19 Testing Across the Province. Strategy Expands Testing for General Public, 
Frontline Workers, First Responders and Workplaces. May 29th, 2020, 1:15 P.M. 

Support for Small Business Tenants and Landlords Now Available. Ontario commercial landlords can 
apply for urgent rent assistance through Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance for small 
business. May 29th, 2020, 9:30 A.M. 

Daily Summary of COVID-19 Cases in Ontario2 – Updated May 29, 2020  
 
Summary of cases of COVID-19: Ontario, January 15, 2020 to May 28, 2020  

Number Percentage 

Number of cases 27,210 N/A 

Change from previous report (new cases) 344 1.3% 
increase 

Resolved 20,983 77.1% 

Subset of all cases that are reported to be long-term care residents  4,989 18.3% 

Subset of all cases that are reported as a health care worker associated with long-term care 
outbreaks 

1,775 6.5% 

Total number of deaths 2,230 8.2% 

Deaths reported for residents in long-term care homes  1,412 63.3% 

Deaths reported for health care workers in long-term care homes 5 0.2% 

Demographics - Ontario, January 15, 2020 to May 28, 2020  
Number Percentage 

Male 11,818 43.4% 

Female 15,162 55.7% 

19 and under 948 3.5% 

20-39 6,992 25.7% 

40-59 8,310 30.5% 

 
2 https://www.ontario.ca/page/how-ontario-is-responding-covid-19#section-0 

https://files.ontario.ca/moh-covid-19-protecting-ontarians-through-enhanced-testing-en-2020-05-29.pdf
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/05/ontario-opens-up-covid-19-testing-across-the-province.html
https://news.ontario.ca/mof/en/2020/05/support-for-small-business-tenants-and-landlords-now-available.html
https://www.ontario.ca/page/how-ontario-is-responding-covid-19#section-0
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Demographics - Ontario, January 15, 2020 to May 28, 2020  
Number Percentage 

60-79 5,551 19.8% 

80 and over 5,394 19.8% 

Testing - Ontario, January 15, 2020 to May 28, 2020  
Number Percentage 

Total tests completed 680,687 N/A 

Total tests completed in the previous day 18,525 N/A 

Currently under investigation 13,351 N/A 

Hospitalizations - Ontario, January 15, 2020 to May 27, 2020  
Number Percentage 

Number of patients currently hospitalized with COVID-19 826 N/A 

Number of patients currently in ICU with COVID-19 129 N/A 

Number of patients currently in ICU on a ventilator with COVID-19 100 N/A 

Long-Term Care    
Ministry of Long-Term Care 

Daily Report 
Public Health Ontario Daily Epidemiologic 

Summary (iPHIS) 

Outbreaks in LTC Homes 123 190 

Confirmed Cases 
for LTC Residents 

1476 4989 

Confirmed Cases for LTC Staff 1113 1775 

Total confirmed LTC resident 
deaths 

1625 1412 

Total confirmed LTC staff deaths 6 5 

 
 


